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Course Description and Philosophy

Forensic science is the application of scientific principles, methods, and technologies for the purpose of solving debates including legal proceedings. Through the study of forensic science, students are given the opportunity to explore how scientific concepts from a variety of disciplines (biology, chemistry, and physics) apply specifically to this unique field. This course will promote the importance of scientific literacy and problem solving techniques.

	Units of Study

	Forensics 25
	Forensics 35

	Introduction to Forensic Analysis
	Toxicology

	Fingerprint Evidence
	Arson and Explosives

	Trace Evidence
	Anthropology

	Alcohol and Crime
	Entomology

	Body Fluid Evidence 
	Ballistics

	Polygraph and Document Analysis
	Forensic Psychology

	Forensic Genetics
	


Evaluation
Student report card marks are determined on the basis of homework, class assignments, quizzes, projects and an exam.  A general mark breakdown follows:

	Mark Breakdown:

	
	Assignments, Labs, Projects,
	60%

	
	Quizzes
	20%

	
	Exam
	20%


Attendance
As a participation-based, ‘hands-on’ course, student attendance is paramount.   Students are expected to attend regularly and arrive on time with all required materials.

Extra Help
Extra help is available from the course instructor after school, during focus or during lunch. It is the responsibility of the student to recognize when extra help is needed and then contact the course instructor.

Science Department Expectations

Late Procedure


It is reasonable to expect each student to be punctual for each class period. Repeated lateness is disrespectful and discourteous and, if not corrected tends to become commonplace. Corrective action may include detention time, extra work or assignments, or in chronic situations referral to administration.

Excused Absences

Students will be permitted to write a make-up test/quiz as long as it is within an appropriate time period, this will be at the teacher discretion. If the student cannot write a make-up test/quiz then the unit test or final exam mark may be substituted for the missed test/quiz, this is again at the teacher discretion.

Late Assignments, Incomplete Assignments, and NHI’s

The Zeroes Aren’t Permitted (Z.A.P.) policy will be in effect this school year. This will allow students to submit missing assignments and receive credit for them with some restrictions. Please see the Z.A.P. assignment policies for more information. Regular attendance is critical to success in this course.  Absences may seriously affect your overall success.  In the event of an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what must be completed and, with the teacher, determine a mutually agreed upon timeline for all missed work to be handed in for marking.  “I didn’t know about it”, or “I wasn’t here” are not acceptable excuses. Students who do not follow the Z.A.P. policies will receive an NHI for that assignment.
Calculator Policy


It is the student’s responsibility to have an appropriate calculator for tests, quizzes, and assignments.

· Calculators may be used for exams and quizzes, but may not be shared.

· No information, text, or formulas may be stored in electronic form.

· Calculators may be cleared before quizzes, exams, and the final exam.

Appeals
Students and parents may direct, in writing, any appeal of the final grade to the school Principal 

(see page 19 of the student handbook).

Mr. Larsen


Slarsen@rockyview.ab.ca


(403) 948-3800 _
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